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Raising the Roof — Fisenge UMC 

The question over the past 
several years has been, 
“When will the Church be 
finished?”  For a Pastor, 
this becomes the seed and 
title of a sermon series. 
Even when the building is 
completed the question 
remains. We were finally 

able to “raise the roof” and had our first service in the new building! 
It was a great and glorious day! 

We were privileged to have a group from the Angola (IN) UMC 
visiting us. Pastor Tim Terrell was our preacher for the dedication 
service. Retired pastor, former District Superintendent and longtime 
friend, Dave Michel, was also involved in the dedication. The 
Praise Choir sang songs of 
celebration and joy, and our 
children’s choir, around 30 
in number, joined in with 
their Bible verses and 
songs. The United 
Methodist Women danced 
around the “new” church to 
sing, praise and invite 
God’s blessing. 

We are still the “unfinished 
Church” as we have to put 
in doors (we definitely have an open doors policy 24/7), windows, 
and then plaster and paint the walls. We are already focusing on 
the work of the unfinished church to build the Kingdom of God here 
in Fisenge and Kafakumba and Zambia.  Already attendance is up 
by an average of 15 people every Sunday since our first service. 

Continued on Page 2

Ken & Debbie Vance, Missionaries in Zambia �1

Personal News: 
Serving in Retirement 

In November Ken turns 65 
and becomes eligible for 
Medicare! He has had no 
insurance the past 4 years. 
Debbie is still 4 years away 
from being able to retire. In 
order for Ken to obtain the 
Medicare and benefits from 
the General Board of Global 
Ministries, he has to 
officially retire from the 
Indiana Conference. 

Ken will continue to serve in 
retirement!  This is strictly a 
financial decision. Our work 
and ministry in Zambia are 
not finished (the unfinished 
church). We still have many 
more years of active 
involvement. 

We have had a drop in 
financial support over the 
past several years, both in 
salary and project support. 
We continue to serve as 
full-time, active missionaries 
in the Zambia Annual 
Conference, assigned to the 
Kafakumba Training Center. 
We will continue with our 
many projects and activities. 
Ken continues to serve as 
the Pastor of the Fisenge 
UMC and teaching at 
Kafakumba Pastors School. 
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Raising the Roof (from Page 1)

We want to thank ALL of you who have contributed towards this 
project that was much bigger and more expensive than we 
originally planned back in the beginning. Now we appreciate your 
continued prayers on our behalf as the real work of the Church 
continues in bringing the good news of the Love of Jesus to 
Fisenge and beyond.

Kafakumba Pastor’s School 2018 

We had a great session of our Pastor’s School. We had 28 new 
students this year from Zambia, Tanzania, Zimbabwe, Botswana 
and Namibia joining. This represented more languages, more 
cultures and more possibilities of reaching out with the Gospel. The 
Church is continuing to grow and expand into new areas and 
countries. As this happens we diligently are working to train Pastors 
and leaders who will work in the growth, development and outreach 
of these areas. 

Joining our teaching staff this year were Pastors Tim Terrell and 
Dave Michel. It was an added bonus to have these dear friends join 
in and share in the classes, lives and journeys of our Pastors. 
Eighty percent of the District Superintendents in DR Congo and 
Zambia are Kafakumba graduates! Pastor Dave, a former District 
Superintendent, led the class on Superintendency. He was also 
blessed by the depth of our pastors and their personal 
commitment, servant spirit and sacrifice. We look forward to future 
opportunities with these and other Pastors from the U.S. (Hint! Hint! 
We are receptive to groups and Pastors willing to come and teach 
and participate in Kafakumba Pastors School!)

This was our first Pastors School after the death of John Enright. It 
was an emotional time and bittersweet, as we held a memorial 
service to celebrate John’s life. His dream and vision continue to 
live on.

American Contact 
For information about the Vance’s, contact Shirley Dominick at:

shirley.dominick@gmail.com — 765.413.2966
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Personal News (from Page 1)

This in addition to working with 
Pastors, farmers, and widows in 
self-sustaining projects of 
financial development. We are 
still working with chicKENs, 
farming cassava and assisting 
Pastors to become self-
supporting. 

Our work with the widows is at 
a critical stage. Our Widow’s 
House is built and Rhoidah, our 
widow, and her 2 boys have 
moved into the house. We are 
finishing the rooms for tailoring 
and teaching along with the hair 
salon. As you can tell, there is 
still much to do!

Visit/Speaking in US 

We will return to the States in 
August to speak and visit 
Churches in order to continue 
our partnership. We will remain 
in the States through Christmas 
and would love to make contact 
and visit. Please contact Shirley 
Dominick for bookings. 

 Our financial situation and 
support remain month by 
month. We currently have 
salary support through August 
2018. We treasure our 
relationship with all of you, and 
your continuing, faithful support 
and prayers!

Contact Info 

Ken and Debbie Vance 
P O Box 70839  

Ndola Zambia Africa 

8445 E 300 S 
Marion IN 46953 
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kenvancejr@yahoo.com 
kenvancejr@gmail.com 
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